
 

 

 

The History of Lake Waro  
 
The Waro crystalline limestone deposit, on the 

northern boundary of Hikurangi, was q uarried 

between 1922 and 1974 by the Wilsons Portland 

Cement Company, now Golden Bay Cement.  

 
The Waro deposit of high -grade crystalline limestone 

was blended with a lower grade limestone from the 

Portland Quarry to manufacture cement at the 

Portland plant .  

 

The limestone rocks were covered in forest and moss 

until a fire in 1888, and afterwards the Belton family 

produced burnt lime for agriculture on the site until 

1907.  

 
Beltonôs limeworks was bought by Bill Reyburn who 

installed a crushing plant. For som e years he quarried 

stone from several faces and calcinated it in the three 

kilns. He quarried 26 -  27 tonnes of limestone a day 

to manufacture 15 tonnes of lime.  

 

A coal mine, opened by the Hikurangi Coal Company 

in 1913, operated below the base of the ro cks. This 

mine was closed during the First World War, and 
reopened by Wilsons Colleries in 1921 to provide coal 

to fuel the Portland cement plant. The mine was 

finally closed in 1933 due to flooding.  

 

Coal and limestone were initially railed through to 

Portland, but the unavailability of rolling stock after 

1970 meant that limestone was trucked out during 

Waroôs last years of operation. 

 

Truck traffic -  up to 100 movements a day through 
Hikurangi -  was a prime factor in the construction of 

the Hikurangi Sta te Highway 1 bypass.  

 

In 1974 the Waro Quarry was closed and the cement 

company began quarrying this high grade limestone 

on the site of th e former Wilsonville settlement, on 

the western side of SH1.  

 

The C ompany g ifted the Waro Quarry site to the 
Lands an d Survey Department for use as a 

recreational  area for Hikurangi residents. The Lake 

Waro Reserve has since been transferred to the 

Whangarei District Council.  

 

The Friends of Lake Waro community group was 

formed in 1999 to help with the restoration of th e 

lake. Today the reserve boasts a range of swimming 

and picnic areas, car parking facilities, and a skate 

par k.  The group  have planted hundreds of  native 
plants  in the reserve and have also established a 

walkway around the lake adjoining the  Department o f 

Conservation reserve of impressive limestone 

formations.  

 
Photos supplied by Hikurangi Museum.  

�¿ Wilsons Portland Cement extracted limestone from 
Waro Quarry between 1922 and 1974.  
 

�½ Limeworks kiln buildings set amongst the rock 

formations (circa 1900 ).  
 

�À Golden Bay Cement began quarrying at the Wilsonville   
Quarry site after the closure of Waro Quarry in 1974.  

�¿ Limestone crushing plant installed 1907.  �¿ Jackhammer used to extract r ock from Waro 
Quarry. A job now done with explosive charges.  

�½ A coal mine operated below the Waro rock formations 
between 1913 and 1933.  

�¿ Friends of Lake Waro community 

group revegetation project 2001 . 
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Tornado Youth, Waro raft race . 


